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 Graduation is a very special time 

at River Rock where we celebrate the 

students who have worked hard to 

change, effect and improve their lives. 

For the first time, River Rock held two 

graduation ceremonies, one in York 

County and the other in Cumberland 

County. 

 On June 3rd, 34 graduating seniors 

from Day Treatment, Hellam Campus 

and Spring Grove Campus gathered at 

Living Word Community Church in 

Red Lion where many tears were shed 

and many hugs given. Beautiful songs 

with special meaning were sung by 

Toni Phillips and each student 

presented an Impact Award to 

someone who has had a direct and 

positive impact in their life. 

 Graduates gave a short speech 

about their Impact Award recipient 

commenting on the appreciation they 

had for their family, friends, 

counselors and teachers who have 

been there through the ups and downs 

of their high school career. One senior 

said of his mom, ñHer inspiration is 

what gives me such determination and 

drive to succeed. I never had anyone 

support me so much.ò Another said of 

a River Rock staff member, ñShe has 

been there to help me keep my head up 

and push me when I wanted to quit. 

Even when I doubted myself, she 

never let me give up.ò 

 Two former students, Joshua Sola 

and Michael Treider, received Alumni 

April/May/June 2010  

Hellam Campus Remains Open 
 

 River Rock Academy is pleased to announce that the Hellam Campus will 

remain in operation. This decision was based on careful consideration and 

feedback that we received from school districts and staff on how River Rock can 

best improve our services. 

 The Red Lion Campus will still open in the fall. Together with the Hellam 

Campus and Spring Grove Campus, this will provide three options for students, 

families and school districts in Adams and York County. 

 By making our services more regional, students will have shorter distances to 
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Awards at the ceremony. Hellam Campus Behavior Manager, Tony Weaver, presented the 

award to Sola who is currently serving in the United States Marine Corps and has made 

many strides to improve his life since leaving River Rock. Treider received his award from 

Spring Grove Counselor, Ryan Wall. He shared his struggles with overcoming addictions 

and the changes he has made to earn college credits and possibly enter the Marine Corps as 

well. 

 West Shore Evangelical Free Church in Mechanicsburg was the site of the graduation 

on June 9th for 12 seniors from the Carlisle Campus, Newville Campus and Shiremanstown 

Campus. The highlight of this ceremony was the presentation of Impact Awards as well. 

 One student said of a River Rock staff member, ñHe is one of the most honest, sincere 

and caring people I have come across in all my life. I will surely miss you.ò Another 

shared his feelings of his former foster parent by saying, ñHe has been a role model in so 

many ways especially through discipline and caring for people.ò  

 An award of appreciation was presented to Officer Jerry Barnes from the 

Shiremanstown Police Department. When River Rock first came to Shiremanstown and 

faced some initial opposition from the community, Officer Barnes helped serve as a liaison 

to form the positive relationship that River Rock currently has with the community. 

Both ceremonies included the presentation of certificates and diplomas from school district 

representatives and River Rock directors and counselors. The celebrations concluded with 

video presentations that gave students a trip down memory lane and gifts of River Rock 

hooded sweatshirts, which had special meaning since River Rock dress code prohibits the 

wear of them at school. 

 As one senior ended his speech, he summed up our wish for each student we serve. He 

said, ñAs I graduate and close this chapter of my life, I now fully realize the value of 

education.ò  River Rock hopes that each graduate makes the most of the education they 

received and pursues their hopes, goals and dreams. 

Graduate Referring School District Award Recipient Future Goals 
 

Carlisle Campus 
Jack Marino Cumberland Valley School District Jennifer Long Attend HACC (social sciences) 

Franchesca Reed South Middleton School District Jon Fritz Work with children 
 

Day Treatment 
Sierra Brough Spring Grove Area School District Ester & Chuck Myers Full-time employment 

Jake Dell South Western School District Amy Baker Full-time employment; construction 

Kearstyn Grimes Conewago Valley School District Brian Deal Attend ITT (criminal justice) 

Robert Grubb III York Suburban School District Tracy McClintock Work with computers 

Matthew Guise Upper Adams School District Angela Guise Full-time employment 

Roger Plante Bermudian Springs School District Lawrence Williams Military  

Emily Seymour Hanover Public School District Paul Seymour Attend HACC  

Christopher Windsor Dallastown Area School District Matthew Webster Attend school for computer repair 
 

Hellam Campus 
Colin Bell Dallastown Area School District Susan & David Bell Attend Penn College of Technology 

Tyler Breckenridge South Eastern School District Betty Kloch Army 

Blake Casteel South Eastern School District Todd Roberts College (computer programming) 

Joshua Edwards South Eastern School District Colleen Edwards Marine Corps 

Robert Hindman South Eastern School District Edward & Linda Hindman HVAC job training 

Cooper Kennedy Red Lion Area School District Scott & Karmen Kennedy Attend HACC (mathematics/piloting) 

Kody Kissel Northeastern School District Michael Kissel Work in construction  

Travis Patterson Dallastown Area School District Michael & Jeanne Patterson Work in HVAC field 

Curtis Redcay Eastern York School District Ray Redcay Work as auto mechanic 

Codie Reidt Dallastown Area School District Larry Ryan Attend Pittsburgh Technical Institute 

Christy Rost Dallastown Area School District Norma Doll Attend HACC (business management) 

Stephanie Rutherford South Eastern School District Barry & Valerie Rutherford Motherhood 

Timothy Windon South Eastern School District Frank Windon Work as a professional hunter 
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Newville Campus  

Richard Estright Carlisle Area School District Marilyn Smith Kinsley apprenticeship 

Sean Hess Big Spring School District Scott Swartz Attend Thaddeus Stevens Tech. School 

Michael Kauffman Carlisle Area School District David Appleman Automotive Training Center 

Gregory Moonan Big Spring School District Heather Best Attend HACC (film making/journalism) 
 

Shiremanstown Campus 
Mychal Broadway West Shore School District Faith Wait Work in construction or landscaping 

Nicole Faucon Cumberland Valley School District John Dechert Attend college (psychology) 

Brittany Feaser Central Dauphin School District Lisa & Craig Moyer Attend HACC or ITT (criminal justice) 

Katherine Hinkeldey Cumberland Valley School District John Tantala Work; attend HACC (social work) 

Megan Jones South Middleton School District Rob Bozart Attend HACC (education) 

Dustin Meredith South Middleton School District Mike Meredith Carpentry Union 
 

Spring Grove Campus 
Miguel Chavez Gettysburg Area School District Tony Brady Work   

Jesse Druck Dallastown Area School District Lynda Druck Work in construction  

Cassie Flinchbaugh South Western School District Ronald Flinchbaugh  Attend HACC (ultra sound tech) 

Joey Gaeckler Dallastown Area School District Lorenzo Smith Work in sales or construction 

Gerrity King West York Area School District Gary King Work in landscaping 

Noelle King School District of the City of York Inga King Attend college; work in nursing home 

Kori Litz Littlestown Area School District Sue Burkholder Work; possible military 

Brynner Ortiz York Suburban School District Elisa & Brynner Ortiz Attend HACC (psychology) 

Brianna Piatkowski York Suburban School District Edward & Kim Piatkowski College (graphic arts) or horse trainer 

Jordan Redmond Dallastown Area School District Joseph Monti Work; college (auto mechanics) 

Aaron Rineholt Central York School District River Rock Academy Attend barber school 

Nathan Stout West York Area School District Mike Groft Military  

Leah West Spring Grove Area School District Sherry West Attend HACC (ultra sound tech) 

 
The following students also graduated but did not take part in the graduation ceremony: 

Day Treatment-Christian Banks, Central York School District; Jordan Bell, Northeastern School District; Cody Rogers, Red 

Lion Area School District; Hellam Campus-Louis Allison, York Suburban School District; Alyssa Ambrosino, Red Lion Area 

School District; Derrick Hughes, Red Lion Area School District; Dylan Loper, Red Lion Area School District; Christina Spence, 

Red Lion Area School District; Spring Grove Campus-Mark Miller, Spring Grove Area School District; Jonathan Seifert, 

Central York School District; Brian Stevenson, South Western School District   

Camping Fun 

Day Treatment girls and female 

staff enjoyed an overnight 

camping trip where they worked 

together as a team and 

strengthened relationships with 

each other. 

Students and staff from 

the Newville Campus 

camped in Pine Grove 

Furnace State Park 

where they hiked, swam 

and enjoyed treats 

around the camp fire. 

Carlisle Campus students and staff went fishing and 

enjoyed the beauty of nature on their two day trip to the 

local YMCA camp. 
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Student Poem Published 
  

 Tasha Wicks-Forman has always believed that for her poetry to be 

successful it has to be close to the heart. A recent personal struggle led this 

sophomore at the Shiremanstown Campus to write a poem that was selected to 

be published in A Celebration of Poets. Published by Creative Communication, 

this book has been bringing together the best of todayôs student writers for over 

fifteen years. 

 Titled ñMy Light of Hope,ò Tashaôs poem explains the feeling she had 

when she left a church that she was a part of for many years. She says that 

expressing her feelings through poetry made her feel better, helped her grow 

closer to God and gave her strength to move forward. 

 Tasha also credits her environment at River Rock for giving her strength to 

make changes in her life. ñBeing here has just been fantastic. I feel safe. I trust 

the teachers,ò Tasha said. 

 One of Tashaôs teachers, Joy Kennell, encouraged her to enter the contest. 

ñTasha is always asking for extra work. She is very eager to learn and become 

a better student,ò Mrs. Kennell said. 

 Journaling in Mrs. Kennellôs class has been very beneficial for Tasha. She 

says that writing her feelings and events of her life every week helped her 

through a difficult year. ñRelationships here are built 

on trust. I never feel judged and I know I have 

unconditional support,ò Tasha shares. 

 A person who has the opportunity to spend time 

with Tasha would see the quality of humility shine 

through. While she appreciates that her poem will be 

published, her original goal was not to be recognized. 

She wanted others to benefit from something she did.  

Tasha said, ñIt wasnôt for me. It was for my school.ò Joy Kennell (left) and Tasha 

Wicks-Forman 

travel which will result in a 

significant savings in transportation 

costs. ñWe have been working very 

hard to make our services more cost 

effective for the school districts. This 

truly is a win-win situation for school 

districts, students and parents,ò said 

CEO Steve Capoferri. 

 The Hellam Campus has a lot of 

special meaning since it was the first 

River Rock campus to open five 

years ago. Many special relationships 

have developed with members of the 

Hellam community that we are very 

pleased to be able to continue. 

 We look forward to developing 

new, meaningful partnerships in the 

Red Lion community beginning this 

fall. The new Red Lion Campus 

Director will be Jill Crouse-Wolf 

who formerly served as a Counselor 

at the Spring Grove Campus. She has 

a proven track record and will bring a 

wealth of experience to this position. 

Her ability to develop strong 

relationships with students, parents, 

school districts and staff will 

continue to be a valuable asset to 

River Rock. 

 Now that the school year has 

come to an end with positive goals 

met and much success, we will be 

working hard this summer to prepare 

for an exciting new school year. 

Thank you to all of the school 

districts who have played a valuable 

role in the past and future of River 

Rock Academy. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Jill Crouse-Wolf, the new 

Director of the Red Lion Campus 

(see article above), was  recently 

inducted into the York College 

Hall of Fame for 

her success on 

the womenôs 

volleyball team 

where she was a 

standout player 

from 1996-1999. 

Congratulations 

on this honor! 

Give it Up for Good  

 Spring Grove Campus and Day Treatment students recently spent time 

helping the United Way of Adams County prepare for the seventh annual Give 

It Up For Good Sale. Reusable items donated by students are sold on the 

campus of Gettysburg College with all proceeds going to the United Way for 

health and human service programs that benefit the community. River Rock 

students helped collect, clean and sort items gathered from dorm rooms in 

preparation for the sale held on May 29th. 
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River Rock Students of the Month  

 The Students of the Month for April and May have been announced.  

Students are selected based on their behavior, grades, attendance and positive 

attitude. Congratulations and keep up the great work! 

Newville Campus 

Spring Grove Campus 

Megan Jones & 

Tyler Cover 

Shiremanstown Campus 

Day Treatment Campus 

Hellam Campus 

Newville Campus 

Shiremanstown Campus 

Day Treatment Campus 

Hellam Campus 

Trent Gilley  & 

Emily Seymour  
Boyzle Maddox   
&  Summer 

Combs  

April  

Carlisle Campus 

May 

Cooper Kennedy  
&  Magdelena 

Rivera  

Julia Diffenbaugh & 

Tyler Hardy 

Robert 

Sobolewski & 

Luis Correa 

Dale Zimmerman 

Robert Hindman 

& Manuel 

Izquierdo 

Dan Thomas & 

Laura Morgan 

Davonta Jarvis & 

Brandon Clark 

Ashley Winters 

& John Daniels 

Carlisle Campus 

Chelsea Ramirez 
&  Aaron Marcum-

Decter  

Embrace the 

Opportunities  
  

 What an exciting year this has 

been for the students at all of the 

River Rock Campuses! The end of 

the school year focuses upon 

graduation and summer plans. This 

year River Rock had forty-six seniors 

participate in two graduation 

ceremonies.  

 Alternative education graduates 

often battle perception: self-

perception of what they think they 

can and cannot do with their future, 

and perception of what limits they 

think others have of them. The 

graduating class of 2010 has worked 

hard to buck this trend. Never before 

in my history of working in 

alternative education have I worked 

with a senior class who has done 

more planning for their future than 

this graduating class! Sixteen of the 

graduates have solid plans for further 

education. Several are enrolled at 

Harrisburg Area Community College, 

one at ITT, one at Thaddeus Stevens 

and several in other specialized 

training programs. In addition, a 

number of graduates have plans to 

enter the military to serve our 

country. 

 Credit for this lay not only with 

the seniors, but also with their 

support networks. Thank you to all of 

the school districts, parents and 

guardians, and River Rock staff for 

your support and encouragement! 

Our students need to know they have 

the same opportunities as other 

students, and this year they have 

shown they are ready to embrace 

those opportunities! 

 Good luck to all of the graduating 

seniors! Have a safe 

a n d  r e l a x i n g 

summer! 

Patti Shatto-Young, 

CBO 

Spring Grove Campus 
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River Rock Perfect Attendance 

 The students listed below had perfect attendance for 

April and May. They were rewarded with a River Rock 

snack gift card. 

 Students who had perfect monthly attendance and 

spent no time in the resource room were entered in to a 

contest. One student from each campus was selected at 

random. April winners received Dairy Queen gift cards 

and May winners received gift cards to Ritaôs Ice and 

McDonaldôs. Contest winners have a * next to their name. 

Congratulations to all the students! 

Carlisle Campus 
 

April  
Correa, Luis; Detwiler, Michael; 

Fanzo, Jeremiah; Larrimore, Nafee*;  

Steger, Sam 
 

May 
Correa, Luis; Detwiler, Michael; 

Fanzo, Jeremiah; Hunter, William; 

Rae, George; Sobolewski, Robert*; 

Stong, Clayton; Young, Precious 

 

Day Treatment  
 

April  
Brough, Sierra; Brown, Davon; 

Combs, Summer*; Greiner, Dustin;  

Jacoby, Dylan; Maddox, Boyzle; 

Markel, Anthony; Rhoads, Douglas 

Shy, Rebekah;  Testerman, Tyler  
 

May 
Chance, Shawn; Duncan, DaShawn; 

Jacoby, Dylan; Rhoads, Douglas; 

Testerman, Tyler 
  

Hellam Campus 
 

April  
Casteel, Blake; Christine, Cody; 

Howard, Marlena; Kennedy, Cooper*; 

Leonard, Jonathan; London, Ryan; 

Quattlebaum, Aleesa; Ruiz, Steven; 

Stanton, Zachary; Swope, Tanner; 

Wolfe, Dwayne  
 

May 
Bush, Brittany; Carter, Mason; 

Casteel, Blake*; Christine, Cody;  

Edwards, Joshua; Gibbs, Timothy; 

Hammond, John; Howard, Marlena; 

Kennedy, Cooper; Leonard, Jonathan; 

London, Ryan; Stanton, Zachary; 
Sykes, Elijah  

  

Newville Campus 
 

April  
Avila, Johnathon; Bastow, Tyler; Cox, 

Jr., Joel;  Diffenbaugh, Julia;  

Erickson, Brandon*; Franklin, Kyle; 

Hardy, Tyler; Lehman, Jamie; 

Mangum, Joshua; Nelson, Spencer;  

Snively, Richard 
 

May 
Armolt, Gary; Avila, Johnathon; 

Bumbaugh, Rashel*; Estright, 

Richard; Franklin, Kyle; Mangum, 

Joshua; Mellott, Jason; Nelson, 

Spencer; Ross, David 

 

Shiremanstown Campus 
 

April  
Aho, Christopher; Andrews, 

Alexander; Bahn, Kody; Boyer, 

Chandran; Kohr, Austin; Larimer, 

Brian; Miller, Corey; Thomas, Dan; 

Thorne, Anna*; Wicks-Forman, 

Tasha;  Youmans, Robert 

 

May 
Aho, Christopher*; Allard, Ryan; 

Bahn, Kody; Boyer, Chandran;  Bretz, 

Jeffrey; Dugan, Samantha; Kohr, 

Austin; Larimer, Brian; McCullough, 

Alexandra; Myers, Hannah; Thomas, 

Dan; Wicks-Forman, Tasha; 

Youmans, Robert 

 

Spring Grove Campus 
 

April  
Barrett, Dylan; Beck, Damion*; 

Collins, Samantha; Garman, Jonathan; 

Hauck, Christopher; Henry, Aaron; 

Iglesias, Brian; Jones, Javon; Martin, 

Courtney; Mohr, Blaine; Myers, 

Tristan; Page, Michael; Paul, Vincent; 

Powers, Levi; Regula, Alexis; Shy, 

Naomi; Sullivan, Karla; Taylor, 

Richard; Thomas, Robert; Wilson, 

Adam 

May 
Alexander, Ryan; Anstine, Jared; 

Atchison, Jeremy; Barrett, Dylan; 

Clark, Brandon; Collins, Samantha; 

Crone, Nicholas; Gentzler, Brittany; 

Hauck, Christopher; Hershey, Kyle; 

Jarvis, Davonta; Jones, Javon; Leff, 

Rayzon; Martin, Courtney; 

Mennapace, Donald; Myers, Tristan; 

Oberdick, David*; Paul, Vincent; 

Piatkowski, Brianna; Pietrusza, Paul; 

Powers, Levi; Redmond, Jordan; 

Sentz, Dustin; Sullivan, Karla; 

Winters, Ashley; Worley, Anthony 

River Rock staff members who achieved 

perfect attendance for the school year 

were recently honored. Front row, left to 

right: Dave Neumayer, Kevin Deane, Lora 

Billet, Jennifer Long, Kelly Flynn, Chris 

Kletz, Karl Munscher, Tony Weaver, Kip 

Aldinger and Tracy McClintock. Back 

row, left to right: Jon Fritz, Donna Gano, 

Rob Bozart, Charlie Jacobs, Jordan 

Rickert, Jason Creek and Bob Dorwart. 

River Rock staff members who achieved 

five years of service were also honored. 

Left to right: Kip Aldinger, Ida Tarrant, 

Tony Weaver, Barb Rodgers, Rich 

Rodgers and Todd Roberts. Missing from 

photo is Bernadean McArthur. 
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 Tracy Smiley is the April Staff of 

the Month. Mrs. Smiley is the teacher 

in the elementary program known as 

Pebbles which is located at the 

Shiremanstown Campus. 

 Nominated for her high standards, 

excellent communication skills and 

professionalism with parents and 

school districts, Mrs. Smileyôs 

extensive experience and genuine care 

for her students make this program a 

success. ñShe has set a standard and 

environment that is coherent with that 

of River Rock and its vision. Her 

success in the classroom is a 

combination of her leadership and 

commitment, two qualities she 

exhibits consistently,ò said John 

Dechert, Shiremanstown Campus 

Director. 

 Mrs. Smiley earned a Bachelor of 

Arts in Psychology and Special 

Education from Carlow College and 

Duquesne University, completed a 

graduate program in Education 

Administration from Shippensburg 

University, was certified in Applied 

Behavioral Analysis at Penn State 

University and is currently enrolled in 

a School Psychology program at 

Millersville University. She has over 

twenty years of experience in the 

Special Education field which she 

gained at both the Mechanicsburg 

Area School District and the Capital 

Area Intermediate Unit. 

 Throughout the school year, Ms. 

Smiley succeeded in helping her 

students work more cooperatively and 

independently and took them on 

numerous educational field trips. She 

says she couldnôt do it without Steve 

Borja and Kim Hailey who assist her 

in the classroom, and she appreciates 

all the support she gets from everyone 

in the building. ñI love being here. I 

love being in the classroom. Itôs great 

being with staff who 

unde rs tand  and 

support the kids. The 

communication here 

is fantastic,ò Mrs. 

Smiley said. 

 Married with two 

daughters ,  Mrs. 

April & May Staff of the Month  

Smiley is involved with their softball 

team and spends her free time reading 

and studying. 

 Newville Campus Behavior 

Manager, Len Nealy, is the May Staff 

of the Month. He previously served at 

the Spring Grove Campus and came to 

Newville this school year. 

 Mr. Nealy brings a great deal of 

positive influence to the students he 

works with and always displays a 

positive attitude along with a great 

smile. He is consistently willing to 

take on extra duties that lead to more 

positive decisions in the lives of the 

students. Newville Campus Director 

Shawn Witmer shares, ñMr. Nealy is 

outstanding at helping the students 

focus, learn and model the River Rock 

norms as well as the practice of 

meeting and greeting guests. He is 

always willing to take on a challenge.ò 

 Mr. Nealy served six years in the 

United States Marines and two years in 

the Army Reserve. He attended 

Lincoln University and Hartford 

University where he received his 

Masters in Health Services  and 

p rev ious l y  se rved  as  C h ie f 

Administrator for Vision Questôs 

South Mountain facility. 

 Teamwork and the efforts all staff 

put forth everyday are what Mr. Nealy 

enjoys most about his job. He works 

hard at helping the students with their 

choices. ñThe relationships I try to 

build with the students are based on 

t rus t ,  dec i s ion  mak ing  and 

accountability for their actions. I 

encourage them to think before they 

react,ò he said. 

 Coaching his sonôs football team, 

playing golf, fishing and watching the 

Cowboys are some of the activities 

Mr. Nealy enjoys in his spare time. He 

is married with four children and his 

oldest son who serves in the United 

States Marines is 

scheduled for a tour 

in Afghanistan late 

in the year. 

 Congratulations 

to both worthy 

recipients of Staff of 

the Month.  

Tracy Smiley Len Nealy 

Students from 

all six campus 

locations had 

the opportunity to visit Camp 

Thompson and participate in team 

building activities that included the 

Alpine Tower experience. The 

program is designed to encourage 

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  i n 

communication, trust and leadership 

skills while fostering individual 

development. 

Students from the Carlisle Campus and 

Newville Campus volunteered at recent 

Special Olympics swimming and track 

and field events. They served as timers, 

cheered on participants and provided 

encouragement throughout the events. 


